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Jam es I 


OF THE 


CORDWAINERS, in Behalf of Them- 
ſelves, and other MANVUPACTURERRS of 
Leather! in this Kingdom. 


Humbly Offered to the Honourable the Honſe of Commons. 


HAT an Act paſled in the firſt Year of the Reign of 
King James the Firſt, to ſettle and reſtrain the ſeveral Trades 
working and dealing i in Leather within their proper Bounds; 


whereby! it is Enacted, © That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall buy, ſell, 


A „ belpeak, or put away any tanned Leather, not wrought and con- 
* verted into made Wares, but only ſuch Perſon and Perſons as will 


2 and ſhall work and convert the ſame Leather into made Wares.“ 


And that no Ver ſon occupying the Feat or Myſtery of a Currier 


ſhall uſe or exerciſe the Feat or Myſtery of a Tanner, Cordwainer, 


Shoemaker, Butcher or other Artificer uſing cutting of Leather, 


during the Time that he ſhall fo uſe or occupy the Myſtery of a 


a Bi under the reſpective Penalties in that Act contained. 
That by this Act (made, as it 1s apprehended, purpoſely to 


ſettle the ſaid reſpective Trades dealing in Leather, and more par- 


ticularly the Curriers) the Curriers are reſtrained from incroaching 


on any of the Trades in the ſaid Clauſe mentioned; and by the 
Act have Liberty only to curry ſuch Leather as is brought to them 


to be curried by the Artificers working up ſuch Leather into Wares 
of their Trade; but by another Act made in the Firſt Year of the 


Reign of King William and Queen Mary, to obviate certain 


Doubts which had ariſen on the FE of the ſaid Act of 
1ſt James I. on the Words following, v/z. But uch às hall 


We. wi. WK and convert the ſame into made ares, it is Enacted, = 
* May.“ That all and every Hide, Skin or Piece of tanned Leather ſhaved 


«ar liquored, of what e ſoever, with any lawful Liquor- 
ing or Dreſſing, and being well and truly curried, accordin g to 


24 the Directions of the ſaid Act, {hall be adjudoed, rep: ured and 


ae 


| "TE? a 1 
te taken to be the made Ware and Manufacture of the Cur- 


Co tiers.“ 


riers. So it appears, That, by this Clauſe, the Doubt con- 
cerning the made Ware of a Currier was explained; and it is plain 
they could buy Leather, and ſell it again, if they curried it (as 
curried Leather was adjudged to be the made Ware of a Currier) 

which they could not do before this Act. | 


None but red That, for further Encouragetnent to the Curriers, it was by the 
Tanned Lea- 


ther being ca- ſame Act Enacted, © That all Leather-ſellers, Curriers, Shoe- 
pable of being «© makers, and all other Perſon and Perſons w hatſoever that deal 


proved by the «© Or work in Leather, may freely buy all Sorts of red tanned 
Liberty was «© Leather, in any open Fair or Market, whether curried or un— 


extended to 


that fort of © Curried, the ſame being firſt ſearched and ſealed; and having ſo 


Leather alone, 


and not gene- © bought the ſame, may ſell it again to any Perſon or Perſons 
er feuer, whatſoever, in their publick or open Shops, or may cut and 


there being a convert the ſame into other made Wares, according to their 
great Diffe- 0 55 by wh 2 | "ON | | 
rence between © ſeveral and reſpective Trades. es 


red tanned > | 3 8 5 1 
Leather, ant By this Clauſe, the Curriers had Liberty to buy and (ell red 
firs of Lea. tanned Leather, and that only, whether curried or uncurried, and 


ther; as Sole- 


Lenber, Ge. to fell the ſame Whole again as they bought it; or, if they did not 
| ſell it ſo again, they might cut for the Convenience of currying, 
provided they afterwards manufactured it into their own made 
Wares, by currying, and not otherwiſe, „„ 
That Leather being one of the ſtaple Commodities of this K ing- 
dom, the Reſtrictions in the before- mentioned Acts were doubt- 
leſs inſerted to prevent a Monopoly thereof, and to guard againſt 
all the Incroachments on the ſeveral Traders dealing therein; and 
thoſe Acts have remained ever ſince unrepealed, and always deemed 
wholeſome Laws, and for the Good of the Subject in general, and 
all legal Manufacturers cf Leather in particular. e 
That the Curriers, not regarding the ſaid Laws ſtill in Force, 
have, of late Years, endeavoured to monopolize the ſaid Commo- 
dities into their own Hands, and continuing to encroach on the 
Buſineſs and Trade of the Shoemakers and other Manufacturers of 
Leather, the Cord wainers, in order to reſtrain them within their 
due Bounds, and the Limits aſſigned them by the Statutes aforeſaid, 
did cauſe Actions to be brought only to try the Right of Trade, 
and not for Damages; ſome of which Actions have been proſe- 
cuted in the Courts of Law againſt che Curriers, and Verdicts 
have been obtained (ſome whereof were by ſpecial Juries) in fa- 
vour of the Cordwainers, on the ſaid Statutes, and to the intire 
Satisſaction of the Court; and the ſpecial Jury were ſo clear in 
their Verdict, that they made a Declaration in open Court, That 
the Curriers had unjuſtly invaded the Rights and Properties of the 
e | = Cord- 


[3] 
Cordwainers, and other Dealers in Leather; and they gave their 
V erdicts accordingly. 7 

Thar the carrying on of theſe Proſecutions tend to the Faſe and Should the 
Benefit of the Poor; and ſeveral Thouſands of poor People, from prevented 
5 and 6 Years old, to 70 and upwards, get their Livelihood under ani sling & 


and Selling of 


the Cordwainers : Whereas the Curriers are ſo far from relieving For way ve 


the Poor, that they live by ſelling their Leather to ſuch Poor at an fd een 
advanced and exorbitant Price, which muſt be, and is the Con- e much 


| y cheaper Rate, 
ſequence of Manufactures going through many Hands. n 


Tha! | Hand, by th 
That the Curriers have, for a long Time, bought large Quan Tannen“ (a 


Tanners, (as 

tities of Leather, and thereby get the ſame wholly into their Bade been, 2 

Hands, and by ſo doing, oblige all other Manufacturers of Lea- wn ae in 

ther to buy the ſame again of them; and to this End have long Citics and 

| | 1 .0y | ; 8 MarketTowns _ 
refuſed, and ſtill declare they will not curry Leather for the Shoe- in England) 

makers, but oblige ſuch Shoemakers to buy their Leather ready provides ** 


Proviſion 
curried of them; no Perſon, by the Statute of James the Firſt, kuck of King 
having Liberty to curry Leather within Three Miles of London, jms l. 
but ſuch Perſons only as are free of the Curriers Company of the 
ſaid City : Whereby they are more firmly ſecured from all In- 
croachments on their Trade and Properties, than any other Com- 
pany or Corporation whatſoever. Notwithſtanding which, and 
the great Encouragement their Trade has from time to time 
received, and not content with the Advantages and Profits thereof, 
they have for a long time incroached on the Trade of others, and 

now do aCtually exerciſe the very Maſter-part of a Cordwainer. 
That the Laws now in Being are no ways injurious to the 
Publick, and having been always reckoned wholeſome and bene- 
ficial, and as ſuch, ſince the Reign of King James the Firſt, have, 
by ſeveral ſubſequent Statutes, been continued and confirmed, and 
made perpetual, with an Intent wholly to prevent the Monopo- 
lizing of Leather, and Incroachments on the ſeveral Branches of this 

Manufacture. But if theſe Laws ſhould be altered or repealed, 
it will, as it is moſt humbly conceived, defeat the good Intent 
thereof, and encourage a Monopoly in the Currier, and thereby 
ine vitably advance the Price of Leather (one of the ſtaple Com- 

modities of this Kingdom) to the great Detriment of the Publick, 
and of every private Perſon. 0 


ALL which is humbly ſubmitted to the Con- 
ſideration of this Honourable Houſe. 
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